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PROGRAM OVERVIEW
The Aortic Symposium 2012 is a two-day symposium
focused on the pathophysiology, diagnosis, and treatment
of aortic aneurysms and dissections. The faculty consists of
world leaders in this fieldwho have been invited to share their
experience regarding difficult problems in aortic disease.
PROGRAM FORMAT
The Aortic Symposium 2012 will primarily feature faculty
presentations of original work and ‘‘how I do it’’ videos.
Manuscripts and Videos selected from submitted abstracts
will comprise the balance of the program and may be consid-
ered for publication in the Journal of Thoracic and Cardio-
vascular Surgery. Accepted presentations will be available
on the Presentation on Demand (POD) System, a network
of computer stations distributed throughout the meeting
area that permits attendees to review PowerPoint and Video
presentations on demand.
CALL FOR ABSTRACTS
Abstract Deadline is Friday, December 9, 2011
To submit your abstract visit www.aats.org/aortic
TARGET AUDIENCE
This conference is designed to meet the educational needs
of cardiovascular and thoracic surgeons, residents, perfu-
sionists, ICU and OR nurses, and those involved with the
care of individuals with aortic disease.
ACCREDITATION
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is accredited
by the Accreditation Council for Continuing Medical Educa-
tion to provide continuing medical education for physicians.The Journal of Thoracic and CarThis live activity has been approved for AMA PRA Cate-
gory 1 Credits.AATS 92nd Annual Meeting
April 28–May 2, 2012
(Immediately following the Aortic Symposium 2012 in
New York, NY)
Moscone West Convention Center
San Francisco, CA
Save the Date!
Join us at theMosconeWest Convention Center in San Fran-
cisco, CA, from April 28–May 2, 2012, for the American
Association for Thoracic Surgery’s 92nd Annual Meeting.
This robust, high-quality program, chaired by Craig R.
Smith, MD, of the Columbia University, is designed with
a primary focus on improving cardiothoracic surgical prac-
tice and patient care. Join the world’s leading scientists
and medical professionals in the specialty at this premier
continuing medical education event.
Target Audience
The AATS Annual Meeting is specifically designed to meet
the educational needs of:
 Cardiothoracic Surgeons
 Physicians in related specialties includingCardiothoracic
Anesthesia, Critical Care, Cardiology, Pulmonology,
Radiology, Gastroenterology, Thoracic Oncology, and
Vascular Surgery
 Fellows and Residents in Cardiothoracic and General
Surgical training programs
 Allied Health Professionals involved in the care of
cardiothoracic surgical patients including Nurses,
Physician Assistants, Surgical Assistants, and Per-
fusionists
 Medical students with an interest in cardiothoracic
surgery
AATS Annual Meeting Accreditation
The American Association for Thoracic Surgery is ac-
credited by the Accreditation Council for Continuing
Medical Education to provide continuing medical education
for physicians.
This live activity has been approved for AMA PRA Cate-
gory 1 Credit(s).
This programwill be submitted to the American Academy of
Nurse Practitioners for continuing education credit.
Conference organizers plan to request AAPA Category
I CME credit from the Physician Assistant Review Panel.
Total number of approved credits is yet to be determined.diovascular Surgery c Volume 142, Number 6 1595
AnnouncementsPhysician Assistant/Nurse Practitioner/Perfusionist Pro-
gram
Due to popular demand, the PA/NP/Perfusionist Program
will take place again this year on Saturday, April 28, 2012.
The full AATS scientific program will be announced in
January 2012.
Registration and Housing are now open.
For further information on submitting an abstract for
consideration, please visit www.aats.org or contact:
American Association for Thoracic Surgery
500 Cummings Center
Suite 4550, Beverly, MA, USA 01915
Telephone:þ1 (978) 927-8330
Fax:þ1 (978) 524-0498
E-mail: meetings@aats.org1596 The Journal of Thoracic and Cardiovascular Sur2012 AATS Summer Intern Scholarship
Applications Now Available
Application Deadline: January 15, 2012The American Association for Thoracic Surgery (AATS)
Summer Intern Scholarship program introduces the field
of cardiothoracic surgery to first- and second-year medical
students from North American medical institutions. By
providing an opportunity to spend 8 weeks during the
summer working in an AATS member’s cardiothoracic
surgery department, the summer intern scholarship pro-
vides medical students with insight into the scientific
investigation and study of cardiothoracic surgery. For
more information and to submit an application, please visit
www.aats.org.The Western Thoracic Surgical
Association
Applications for Membership
The WTSA Application for Membership is now online and
must be submitted electronically. A candidate’s application
must include the following uploads: A photo, a complete
curriculum vitae with bibliography, and the three most sig-
nificant articles that s/he personally wrote. The candidate’s
electronic membership application must be completed and
submitted online by March 1, 2012, and all support letters
uploaded by that candidate’s sponsors by March 31, 2012,in order for the candidate to be considered for election
to membership at the 2012 Annual Meeting. Visit the
WTSA Web site at www.westernthoracic.org to read
membership eligibility requirements and to initiate an online
application.WTSA 38th Annual Meeting
Save the Date!
June 27–30, 2012
The Grand Wailea
Maui, HawaiiThe American Board of
Thoracic Surgery
Notices
The part I (written) examination was held on December 3. It
is planned that this examination will be given at multiple
sites throughout the United States using an electronic
format. The closing date for registration is August 1 each
year. Those wishing to be considered for examination
must apply online at www.abts.org.
To be admissible for the Part II (oral) examination, a can-
didate must have successfully completed the Part I (written)
examination.
A candidate applying for admission to the certifying exam-
ination must fulfill all the requirements of the Board in force
at the time the application is received. Please address all
communications to the American Board of Thoracic
Surgery, 633 North St Clair Street, Suite 2320, Chicago,
IL 60611 (telephone: 312-202-5900).Requirements for Maintenance of Certification
Diplomates of the American Board of Thoracic Surgery
(ABTS) who plan to participate in the Maintenance of Cer-
tification (MOC) process must hold an unrestricted medical
license in the locale of their practice and privileges in a hos-
pital accredited by the JCAHO (or other organization
recognized by the ABTS). In addition, a valid ABTS certif-
icate is an absolute requirement for entrance into the Main-
tenance of Certification process. If your certificate has
expired, the only pathway for renewal of a certificate is to
take and pass the Part I (written) and the Part II (oral) certi-
fying examinations. The names of individuals who have not
maintained their certificate will no longer be published in the
American Board of Medical Specialties Directories. Diplo-
mates’ names will be published upon successful completion
of the Maintenance of Certification process.
The CME requirements are 30 Category I credits earned
during each year prior to application. At least half of these
CME hours need to be in the broad area of thoracic surgery.gery c December 2011
